Toward refinement of the colony-forming unit-granulocyte/macrophage clonogenic assay: inclusion of a metabolic system.
This work represents a first attempt to refine the colony-forming unit-granulocyte/macrophage (CFU-GM) clonogenic assay by incorporating liver microsomes and co-factors as a metabolic system into the in vitro test system in response to an ECVAM recommendation. From the comparison of results obtained with the CFU-GM clonogenic assay currently used and with the new experimental protocol, different toxicity on granulocyte/macrophage precursors was demonstrated, when drugs with a known metabolism in vivo were tested.